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Presentation
We open the Dossier Theology and Education: construction of  kno-
wledge, production of  knowledge, practices and challenges with the 
article “To be a teacher in the present time: a brief  reflection”, by Claudia 
Barbosa Teixeira. The author has the “objective of  provoking reflection on 
the role of  college professor”; methodologically didactic, the article approa-
ches the teaching practice presenting several concepts that allow the author 
to postulate a relevant picture of  the profile of  a Master, with important 
linguistic analysis.
After the research for parameters of  the teaching-learning praxis, the 
article “Education in biblical contexts”, by João Batista Ribeiro Santos and 
Antonio Carlos Soares dos Santos, puts the biblical canōn in the debate about 
the construction of  knowledge, without any hermeticism. In their statements, 
the authors demonstrate that the national identity of  ancient Israel in the 
period of  ancient Judaism was made possible by the reinterpretations of  
memories with pedagogical functions; coded education conveyed as colloquial 
knowledge enabled the preservation of  a people potentially economic and 
politically weak in midst imperial conflicts.
At the center of  the Western civilizing process is the thinker Thomas 
Aquinas; so the high Middle Age is an existential torch towards Modernity 
– for long periodization. The medievalist Jean Lauand highlights aspects of  
the tomasian ethics of  special relevance for education in the present time, 
in the article “Thomas Aquinas on Ethics and Education – four aspects”. In 
studying the concept of  ethics by bringing to the Aristotle debate, Lauand 
points out that for Thomas Aquinas the virtues and importance of  making 
the right decision – that is, not abdicating the Prudentia.
Vanessa Rossi Americano and Reuberson Rodrigues Ferreira, authors 
of  “Theology and the University: historical considerations and notes for a 
fruitful coexistence”, analyze the somewhat ambiguous relationship between 
Theology, as knowledge of  the cultic-religious field and the University, as a 
field of  Technicity, and the current movements aiming at reciprocal belon-
ging. In “Theology in search of  scientific legitimacy: a look at the current 
scenario”, Denis Alves de Souza presents the situation of  theology as a higher 
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education course with some panoramic accents, but also particularizing official 
data and analysis. The author notes that the growth rate of  the number of  
higher courses projects the offer of  the Theology course by a large part of  
non-denominational higher education institutions; his point of  view is that 
“public theology intends to strip itself  of  its confessionalities and, from this, 
reach and dialogue with a larger part of  society”.
Education as a liberating process challenges us to combat any attempts 
to perpetuate racism, as proposed by Oswaldo de Oliveira Santos Júnior in the 
article “Education of  ethnic-racial relations in the trajectory of  Afro-Brazilian 
struggles”; two goals historically reflected are: excluding national practices 
and social struggles. In this same line of  research we find the research of  
Adilson Cristiano Habowski and Elaine Conte, “Homophobia in the school 
environment: a review of  paradigms”, in which homophobia is approached, 
a topic that requires debate especially in the physical classrooms and virtual 
environments of  teaching and learning.
Completing, presenting the testimony of  cultural representations in loco 
of  the production of  works of  conclusion of  course, Lídia Maria de Lima 
demonstrates that the academic writing possibly is the object generating the 
greater tension between the graduates of  the course of  Theology in the 
modality Distance Education. As a memoir of  her teaching role in the TCC 
Module in this course, in the article “TCC: giant or windmill?” the author 
aims to “facilitate” the bookkeeping of  knowledge acquired.
In the section of  Articles this issue of  Caminhando we published five 
convergent articles in its themes. The articles “The priestly titles and the 
allusions to the Day of  Atonement in the Epistle to the Hebrews” and 
“Soteriological aspects in Johannine literature and memory: Gospel of  John 
and Acts of  John” can be read with benefit in a dialogical operation, as well 
as “Religious pluralism and Interreligious dialogue”, “Mariá Corbi, Rubem 
Alves and Carlos Dominguez Morano: three ways of  thinking about God in 
hypermodernity and faith coming from the confluence of  these visions”, and 
“The biblical-theological environmental discourse in the formation of  eccle-
siastical social practices”, which addresses the praxis of  a non-governmental 
organization in the semi-arid of  Paraíba (Brasil).
These are the new researches that the journal Caminhando presents and 
invites to the reading. Thus we renew our commitment to the scientific theo-
logical production in constant dialogue with the Human Sciences, whose aim 
is to say the not yet said, that is relevant in favor of  life, not only academic, 
but that colloquial sapience too.
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